


Powerful Presentations

Story

Media

Delivery

Northern Constellations

Sarah McIsaac & Robert Ohle



We have no relationships with for-profit 

or not-for-profit organizations. 

(other than….we are married)



Why are you here?



TASK: Discuss what makes one presentation 
succeed and another fail?

Activity 1



Story





“Kenneth L. Peters, principal of Beverly Hills 
High School, announced today that the 
faculty of the high school will travel to 
Sacramento on Thursday for a colloquium 
on new teaching methods. Speaking there 
will be anthropologist Margaret Mead, 
educator Robert Maynard Hutchins, and 
several others”



280 characters or less……………..

Activity

TASK: What is the lead?



“Kenneth L. Peters, principal of Beverly Hills 
High School, announced today that the 
faculty of the high school will travel to 
Sacramento on Thursday for a colloquium 
on new teaching methods. Speaking there 
will be anthropologist Margaret Mead, 
educator Robert Maynard Hutchins, and 
several others”



“There will be no school Thursday”



Act I          Act II            Act III



WHAT COULD BE

WHAT IS

NEW BLISS







MEDIA









ITS NOT ABOUT THE DATA ITS ABOUT 

THE MEANING OF THE DATA



Clinical Exam & Basic Investigations are useful

Clinical Exam can INCREASE

likelihood of Acute Aortic Dissection



What is the meaning of the data?

TASK: Construct a new slide from the data set to 

reflect the meaning of the data

Activity 2
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ITS NOT ABOUT THE DATA ITS ABOUT 

THE MEANING OF THE DATA



Acute Aortic dissection

• Acute aortic dissection is the most common 
aortic emergency accounting for 0.05% of 
patients presenting with acute pain

• It is difficult to diagnose leading to 16% of 
patients being diagnosed post mortem and 38% 
missed on initial exam

• A quarter of patients are diagnosed after >24hr

• This is important because mortality increase 1% 
per hour
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Illustrate
don’t

annotate





Untreated Mortality is HIGH

1%
Per hour



Illustrate
don’t 

annotate



Case presentation

• A 75-year-old Caucasian female had a sudden onset of chest pain with associated dizziness and 
severe shortness of breath (SOB) that had lasted for 6 h. The incident occurred while gardening and 
there was no history of trauma. He described it as the worst pain he had felt with a severity of 
10/10. The pain did not radiate. Nothing alleviated or worsened the pain. The patient noted a 
similar, but far milder, episode occurring 6 months previously.

• He had a background of benign prostatic hyperplasia, hypertension and gastro-oesophageal reflux 
disease. The patient was a non-smoker and non-drinker. He was a widower, lived alone and was 
independent with his activities of daily living. He was active and had a balanced diet. No relevant 
family history to note.

• His drug history consisted of doxazosin, ramipril, amlodopine, bisoprolol fumerate, omeprazole and 
ranitidine.

• On examination, the patient was alert. His Glasgow Coma Score was 15. He had normal heart 
sounds with no added sounds or murmurs. Jugular venous pressure was not raised. On auscultation 
of his lungs, he had good air entry and vesicular breath sounds bilaterally. His abdomen was soft, 
non-tender and bowel sounds were present. His vital signs were as follows: blood pressure 120/85, 
heart rate 92, respiratory rate 22, temperature 36.5°C and O2 saturation of 90% on 60% oxygen. He 
had a nomral chest x-ray , creatiine was elevated, d-dimer was mildly eevated and ECHO showed no 
RV dilation



Illustrate
don’t 

annotate



PAIN
Sudden

Severe
Dyspnea



Acute Aortic dissection

• Acute aortic dissection is the most common 
aortic emergency accounting for 0.05% of 
patients presenting with acute pain

• It is difficult to diagnose leading to 16% of 
patients being diagnosed post mortem and 38% 
missed on initial exam

• A quarter of patients are diagnosed after >24hr

• This is important because mortality increase 1% 
per hour





Illustrate don’t annotate

TASK: Construct a new slide illustrating the 

message of your slide

Activity 3
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Delivery
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