
The Northern Periphery Programme 
2007 -2013 
and

The Northern Periphery and Arctic 
Programme 2014 - 2017

Andrew Sim
Project Director Recruit and Retain



The Northern Periphery Programme
2007-2013 



The Northern Periphery Programme
2007-2013 

Vision
Regions working innovatively together to help communities to 
develop the potential of Europe’s Northern Periphery , and to 
achieve a sustainable and high quality future, and so make a 
distinctive contribution to a more dynamic EU.

All projects are expected to contribute to the overall vision of the 
programme through the development of innovative products and 
services 
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Aim

To help peripheral and remote communities on the northern 
margins of Europe to develop their economic, social  and 
environmental potential. 

The success of the programme will be built on joint projects 
creating innovative products and services for the benefit of the 
programme partner countries and Europe as a whole.



Transnational cooperation provides 
opportunities for finding new ways to 
address shared challenges and explore 
new opportunities.
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Priority 1 
Promoting innovation and competitiveness in remote and 
peripheral areas

i. Innovation, networks and competitiveness
ii. Accessibility

Priority 2 
Sustainable development of natural and community resources

i. Environment as an asset in the periphery
ii. Urban-rural development and promotion of  heritage
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€45 million of European funds (ERDF) will be allocated to projects 
that address the priorities for transnational cooperation.

€35,115,000  for partners in Member States 
€10,155,000  for partners in Non member States. 

Priority 1 60% 
Priority 2  40% 
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But why Canada?

• Up to 10% of ERDF, Norwegian or Icelandic funds may be used to 
finance expenditure incurred by partners located in adjacent regions of 
Russia and Canada.

• The adjacent regions of Russia encompass Murmansk, Karelia and 
Arkhangelsk, and the adjacent regions of Canada primarily include 
Labrador, Newfoundland and Nova Scotia.
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Programme Bodies

• Programme Secretariat
• Regional Contact Points
• Managing Authority (MA)
• Certifying Authority (CA)
• Audit Authority (AA)
• Programme Monitoring Committee (PMC)
• Programme Management Group (PMG)
• Regional Advisory Groups (RAGS)



Project Types

 Preparatory

 Main

 Strategic
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Project requirements
Transnational working with:

• Three partners from 3 different programme countries
• One partner located within an EU member state
• Exclusive cross border partnerships are not allowed
• Three out of four ‘joint’:

Development Implementation
Staffing Financing (Strategy for dissemination)
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Project Structure

• Partnership 
• Lead Partner
• Partnership agreement

• Budget
• Financial arrangements

• Work Packages

• Indicators
• General
• Priority specific
• Activity

• Communication and Dissemination
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Project Finance

Budget is Co-financed by:

• Matched Funding
• In kind
• Cash

• ERDF Grant
• Intervention rates

• Member states 60% (75%)
• Non-member states 50%
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Important lessons learnt

• Concentration on only two main priorities represents a tighter focus compared 
with other programmes

• Relatively narrow sub-themes are not as popular as broader more general themes
• The process of integrating the new Programme areas has been a success
• Thematic flexibility is an important prerequisite for adaptation to unforeseen 

macro-economic changes
• Strategic project development activities give better and more tangible results
• New products and services have to be the outcome of the projects
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Programme 2014 - 2020

Vision
The  Northern Periphery and Arctic programme 2014 – 2020 aims to 
expand the region’s horizons, building on concrete outcomes and 
enabling the NPA area to be a  1st class region to live, study, work, visit 
and invest in.

To counteract the overwhelming challenges the Programme will 
generate vibrant, competitive and sustainable communities, by 
harnessing innovation,  expanding the capacity for entrepreneurship and 
seizing the unique growth initiatives and opportunities of the Northern 
and Arctic regions in a resource efficient way.



Europe 2020 Strategy 

The Common Strategic Framework has 11 
thematic objectives

NPA 2014 – 2020 has chosen 4:

1. Strengthening research, technological development and innovation
3. Enhancing the competitiveness of SMEs
4. Supporting the shift towards a low carbon economy in all sectors
6.  Preserving and protecting the environment and promoting resource 

efficiency 
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1. Strengthening 
research, 
technological 
development and 
innovation



Timeline (best case scenario)

Public 
consultation 

contents 
chapters 

• 20 Sep-15 Oct 
2013

Agreement 
contents 
chapters

• 31st Oct 2013

Agreement 
on legal and 

technical 
framework
• 28 Nov 2013

PMC 
approval 

Operational 
Programme

• Dec 2013

Setting up 
new 

programme 
systems & 
provisions

• Jan-June 2014

European 
Commission 

approval 
• June-Sep 2014

Programme 
Launch 
(1st call)
• Oct 2014
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