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Patient as Text … 

“…. we wish to argue for a new type of 
patient-centred health professional 
education, where the relationship between 
the student and the patient becomes much 
more important and active and the 
clinician-educator plays a supporting, but 
not central role.”

Bleakely et al (2011) Medical education for the future: Identify, power and location. p191
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If that is the “what”, the “so what” might include:

• A knowledge-generating dialogue between patients and students

• Preceptor supports learning, but does not shape it

• Student is sensitive to the patient narrative – relies less on technical 
problem solving  - promotes compassionate, patient-centred care 
paradigms

• Student identity is formed in the context of awareness of difference –
of sensitivity to “Other”, rather than orientation to “self-same”. 

Of course the 
real question 
is ... “now 
what?!”


