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The Northern Ontario 
School of Medicine: 
Vision

–Innovative Education and 
Research for a Healthier 
North

–Explicit Social 
Accountability Mandate



“Social Accountability of medical 
schools is the obligation to direct 
education, research and service 
activities towards addressing the 
priority health concerns of the 
community, region and/or nation 
they have a mandate to serve”

WHO,1995 



Community Engagement

• “The process of working 
collaboratively with and through 
groups of people… to address 
issues affecting the well-being of 
those people” CDC 1997

– Build trust, better communication, 
improve overall health, lasting 
collaborations, empower marginalized
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Recommended Reforms 
and Enabling Actions







Admissions Summary
– GPA 3.7
– Age 26 25% Graduate Degree
– 68% Female 32% Male
– 7% Aboriginal 22% Francophone
– 91% North. ON 40% Rural background



NOSM Undergraduate 
Curriculum

phase 1
(years 1 and 2)

community-based

comprehensive community clerkship (CCC)

specialist clerkship rotations:
Surgery, Internal Medicine, Children’s 

Health, Women’s Health, Mental Health, 
Emergency Medicine, and Family Medicine

The four-year MD curriculum is split into 
three phases: Phase 1 covers years 1 
and 2 and involves a sequence of 11 
modules with ongoing community 
integrated learning

Phase 2 consists of a 8.5 month long 
community clerkship

Phase 3 consists of seven specialist 
clerkship rotrations

Five themes link teaching, learning and 
assessment into a single integrated 
curriculum

themes:
Northern and Rural Health
Personal and Professional 

Aspects of Medical Practice
Social and Population Health

Foundations of Medicine
Clinical Skills in Health Care 

module 111
module 110
module 109
module 108
module 107
module 106
module 105
module 104
module 103
module 102
module 101

phase 2
(year 3)

phase 3
(year 4)

Northern Ontario School of Medicine MD Program Curriculum Structure

community integrated
learning (CIL)

4 5

3

1 2

R. Ellaway, 2011



Specialty Programs
• Family Medicine
• General Internal Medicine
• General Surgery
• Pediatrics
• Obstetrics & Gynecology
• Psychiatry
• Anesthesia
• Orthopedic Surgery
• Population Health and Prev. Med.



Integrated Clinical Learning

Interprofessional
Learners and
Providers

Medical
Students

Clinical Teachers

Postgraduate
Residents

Patient & Family

Context: 
•Clinical setting
•Area of care
•Physical environment
•Practice culture
•Community

Learning occurs 
at points of 
overlap –
multiple overlap 
can lead to richer 
learning





NOSM Outcomes
• CaRMS - 100% matched
• 65% rural family medicine
• 35% general specialties
• 11 medical schools (of 17)
• 40% residency with NOSM
• “deep roots” in Northern Ontario
• >65% of NOSM residents stay




